3 May 1946 


Military Government 


Weekly Health Report 


This report is a 
continuation of the Public Health Section 
of the Military Government 
WEEKLY FIELD REPORT 


It should be considered only as a histori- 
cal recording of certain operational de- 
tails, problems and observations deemed 
by the field personnel to be of sufficient 
importance to report to higher head- 
quarters. Monthly reports absorb impor- 
tant matters and contain conclusions 


pased_upon factual data officially sub- 
3 initio for ae purpose of estimated 
M DICA operational progress 


HEADQUARTERS 
MVMlTED STATES FORCES EUROPEAN THEATER 
OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT (U.S. ZONE) 
PUBLIC HEALTH BRANCH 
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Occupied Germany: 


Attached as Appendices “A”, “B”, and “C” are cases and deaths by Regie~ 
rungsbezirk and Land and case rates by Regierungsbezirk and Land for the week ending 
13 April 1946. Attached as Appendix “D” is a report of Animal Diseases by Regierungs~ 
bezirk and Land for the two week period 16—31 March 1946 (Veterinary reports are 
made semi~monthly). 


Communicable Diseases: There has been a decrease in the incidence of 
diphtheria for the Zone as a whole during the week ending 13 April 1946 with a notic~ 
able decrease in both Bavaria and Wuerttemberg~Baden. Only one new case of typhus 
fever was reported during the week and that was in Berlin. 


Hospitalization: Berlin reports an increase of 122 normal beds for the week 
ending 17 April 1946, making a total of 12095 normal beds available in the United 
States Sector of Berlin with a 79.8% occupancy. The POW Hospitals in Goeppingen, 
with 3500 patients, has been reported ready to be turned over to German Public Health 
and Welfare authorities with the Army retaining control of approximately 1000 beds in 
order to care for Wehrmacht patients which may arrive from other zones in the future. 
The 800 bed city hospital in Karlsruhe has been released to German authorities and the 
Ketterer Sanatorium, with 60 beds, is to be turned over to German civilian authorities 
for tuberculosis patients. Four hundred additional beds will be available in Bremen as 
the result of the 121st General Hospital evacuating the military section of St. Joseph- 
stift. A former school building has been converted into an excellent hospital making 
130 more hospital beds available. 


Medical Supplies: Quantities of cots, blankets, and medical supplies, formerly 
U.S. Army property and now under control of German Public Health authorities were 
delivered to the Refugee Camp in Wertheim. During the week ending 26 April 1946 
Berlin reports receipt of approximately 50 tons of medical supplies including drugs, 
chemicals, reagents, vaccines, bandaging and dressing materials, surgical instruments, 
and other hospital equipment from the Captured Enemy Medical Depot at Ihringhausen. 
Greater Hesse reports the low rate of production of penicillin due to poor native strain 
of mold, shortage of qualified technicians, lack of glassware, and insufficient experience 
in production. Land Bavaria estimates 25,000 pounds of DDT powder and 300 hand 
dusters will be required monthly for the next six months for the dusting of refugees. 
Bremen reports receipts of 4/2 tons of DDT powder as a reserve stock for control 
measures. Also 400,000 units of Insulin were obtained to alleviate a critical emergency 
as the result of discontinuance of the supply through normal civilian channels, An 
estimate of minimum essential medical supplies for Bremen, not obtainable through 
civilian channels, has been prepared for the CRALOG (US Welfare Representative). 


Sanitation: Under present plans the water supply for the Sonnenberg Military 
Community in the Stuttgart area, will be potable by US Army standards by the time 
the first American families arrive. 


Nutrition: Nutrition surveys have been completed in the towns of Traun~ 
stein and Ingolstadt in Land Bavaria, with the result that signs of nutritional deficiency 
were low and the weights compared favorably with those of American standards. In 
Ingolstadt no age~consumer group showed more than 5% deviation below American 
standards for weight and many were above the standard. While 9% of the people 
showed some sign of nutritional deficiency they were of mild or doubtful character. 
It is to early to discover effects of the recent official ration cut. 


Venereal Disease: Berlin reports that of 1,029 cases of gonorrhea treated 
during the month ending 15 April 1946, 79% were cured with one series of 200,000 units 
of penicillin and 95.2% were cured with a second series of 200,000 units. In Land Wuert. 
temberg~Baden permission has been granted by OMGUS to place the distribution of 
“aceapeah below Land level entirely in German hte and in Bavaria arrangements are 

eing made to distribute the penicillin through German civilian channels. 


Animal Diseases: As in previous periods, the diseases most prevalent among 
animals are cholera of pigs, erysipelas of pigs, fowl plague, and scabies of horses. The 
acute outbreak of foot and mouth disease in Regierungsbezirk Wiesbaden was caused 
by the importation of infected cattle and pigs without proper veterinary examination. 
Several villages in Dillkreis and Landkreis Wetzlar were initially infected. A strict 
area quarantine and the usual control measures prevented appreciable spread and the 
outbreak is believed to be under control. 
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